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one. The Chinese, believing that their own civil-
isation was infinitely superior to that of other
peoples, desired to have no relations whether of
trade or anything else with the barbarians, but a
growing swarm of British, French, American, and
German traders gathered around the Chinese
coasts insisting in the name of civilisation that
China should open her doors to the products of
western industries* Here immediately arose a
clash between two civilisations, between two ideals
of life and two economic systems* The merchants
and traders at once appealed to their European
Governments to use the power of the State in order
to force the European economic system upon China*
In the first part of the century economic imperial-
ism was not accepted as a principle of policy, and
no European Government admitted that it was
justified or obliged to use its force directly in order
to promote the economic interests of its subjects
or to compel the Chinese to open its country to
European trade. Nevertheless the action of the
merchants and traders actually led to the use of
the European State's power for these ends as early
as 1842* The Chinese attempted to enforce the
prohibition of the import of opium by foreign
merchants though Canton* In 1839, the Chinese